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Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c), this information disclosure statement is filed after the periods 
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□ Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(d), this information disclosure statement is filed after the mailing 
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□ a notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311; 
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□ the statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) as set forth below, and 
the fee of $180.00 under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 
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O Each item of information contained in this information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application having a mailing date not more than three 
months prior to the filing date of this information disclosure statement; or 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and to the knowledge of the undersigned attorney 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
information disclosure statement was known to any individual designated 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing date of 
the information disclosure statement. 
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□ Copies of materials listed but not attached were cited in benefit (35 U.S.C. § 1 20) 

ancestor application Serial No. , on Form 892 by the Examiner and/or Form 

1449 by the applicant; see 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(d). 

□ Copies of materials listed but not attached were cited in an international search 
report dated . 

£3 Copies of the materials listed are attached (except for the foregoing). 
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Non-English Lang u age References 



□ An English-language search report or equivalent paper from a foreign patent 
office is provided indicating the relevance of the cited reference(s). 

□ A foreign-language search report from a foreign patent office is provided, and 
pertinent parts are translated substantively below: 

X = document of particular relevance when it is taken alone 
Y = document of particular relevance when it is combined with another such 
document 

A = document defining the general state of the art 
O = non-written disclosure 
P = intercalated document 

T = document cited to understand the theory or principle underlying the 
invention 

E = patent document which has the benefit of a date earlier than the filing date 

and which was published only on or after this filing date 
D = cited in the application 
L = cited for another reason 
& = publication of member of same patent family 

□ Translation of other relevant information on foreign search report 
[insert necessary translation here] 

Other Information 

Attached are references cited in patent application no. 10/088,358, attorney docket no. 
MERCK-2388, as well as a copy of currently pending claims in that application. 
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Application No,: 10/088,358, Filed: 18 March 2002, Applicant: Cutler et al. 
Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Previously Presented) An optical compensator for liquid crystal displays comprising 

- at least one O plate retarder, 

- at least one planar A plate retarder, and 

- at least one negative C plate retarder, 

wherein the A plate and the O plate have substantially the same retardation. 

2. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1, comprising one O 
plate, one planar A plate and two negative C plates. 

3. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1, comprising one O 
plate, one planar A plate and one negative C plate, with the C plate situated between the O plate 
and the planar A plate. 

4. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1 , wherein the average 
tilt angle e av e in said O plate retarder is 2 to 88°. 

5. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1, wherein the tilt angle 
in said O plate retarder varies monotonously in a direction perpendicular to the plane of the film 
from a minimum value 0 min at one surface of the film to a maximum value 0 max at the opposite 
surface of the film. 

6. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 5, wherein 0 min is 0 to 
80°. 

7. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 5, wherein O^x is 10 to 
90°. 
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8. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1, wherein the thickness 
of said O plate and/or planar A plate is 0.1 to 10 |am. 

9. (Currently Amended) The optical compensator according to claim 1, wherein the optical 
retardation of said O plate is 20 to 300 30 nm. 

10. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1, wherein the optical 
retardation of said planar A plate is 20 to 300 nm. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1 , wherein the O plate 
comprises a linear or crosslinked polymerized liquid crystalline material with a tilted or splayed 
structure. 

12. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1, wherein the planar A 
plate comprises a linear or crosslinked polymerized liquid crystalline material with a planar 
structure. 

13. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1, wherein at least one 
of the C plates is a negatively birefringent polymer film. 

14. (Currently Amended) The optical Optical compensator according to claim 13, wherein said 
polymer film is a negatively birefringent TAC or DAC film. 

15. (Previously Presented) The optical compensator according to claim 1, wherein the C plate 
comprises a linear or crosslinked polymerized chiral liquid crystalline material with a helically 
twisted structure. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The optical compensator according to claim 15, wherein the 
helical pitch of the chiral liquid iquid crystalline material is said C plate is less than 250 
nm. 

17. (Previously Presented) A liquid crystal display device comprising the following elements 

- a liquid crystal cell formed by two transparent substrates having surfaces which oppose 
each other, an electrode layer provided on the inside of at least one of said two transparent 
substrates and optionally superposed with an alignment layer, and a liquid crystal medium which 
is present between the two transparent substrates, 

- a polarizer arranged outside said transparent substrates, or a pair of polarizers 
sandwiching said substrates, and 

- at least one optical compensator according to claim 1 being situated between the liquid 
crystal cell and at least one of said polarizers, 
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it being possible for the above elements to be separated, stacked, mounted on top of 
each other, coated on top of each other or connected by means of adhesive layers. 

18. (Previously Presented) A liquid crystal display device according to claim 17, 
which is a TN, HTN or STN display. 

19. (Previously Presented) An optical compensator for liquid crystal displays comprising 

- at least one O plate retarder, 

- at least one planar A plate retarder, and 

- at least one negative C plate retarder, 

wherein the A plate and the O plate have the same retardation. 

20. (Previously Presented) An optical compensator for liquid crystal displays comprising 

- at least one O plate retarder, 

- at least one planar A plate retarder, and 

- at least one negative C plate retarder, 

wherein the negative C plate comprises a linear or crosslinked polymerized chiral liquid 
crystalline material with a helically twisted structure having a helical pitch of less than 250 
nm. 

21. (Currently Amended) An optical compensator for liquid crystal displays comprising 

- at least one O plate retarder, 

- at least one planar A plate retarder, and 

- exactly at l e ast two negative C plate retarders. 

22. (Previously Presented) An optical compensator for liquid crystal displays comprising 

- at least one O plate retarder, 

- at least one planar A plate retarder, and 

- at least one negative C plate retarder, 

wherein the C plate is situated between the O plate and the planar A plate. 
Please add the following new claim: 

—23. (New) An optical compensator for liquid crystal displays comprising 
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- at least one O plate retarder, 

- at least one planar A plate retarder, and 

- at least two negative C plate retarders, wherein at least one negative C plate comprises a 
linear or crosslinked polymerized chiral liquid crystalline material with a helically twisted 
structure having a helical pitch of less than 250 nm.~ 
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